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2018 Faculty Promotion and Tenure Recipients

Distinguished professors

James C. Correll

Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food & Life Sciences
Department of Plant Pathology
Appointment to Distinguished Professor
Annapurna: First Conquest of an 8000-Meter Peak
by Maurice Herzog (1951)
For as long as I can remember, I was interested in adventures and adventure
books. As a very young boy, I was drawn to such classics as The Adventures
of Tom Sawyer and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. This led me to the
awe-inspiring book Annapurna, a monumental adventure of the first summit
of an 8000-meter mountain. In 1950, with no accurate maps, no modern
equipment, and no knowledge if humans could even survive at such heights,
the journey begins. It is a recounting of the adventure by the team leader of overcoming what
seemed like insurmountable odds, a sheer challenge of mind over matter. The perseverance
demonstrated by the team left an indelible impression on me. Such perseverance has been a
tenet that I have striven for in both my professional and personal life. The book closes with the
quote, “There are other Annapurnas in the lives of men.” With perseverance, no challenges
are too great.

Elizabeth H. Margulis

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Music
Appointment to Distinguished Professor
Gödel, Escher, Bach: An Eternal Golden Braid
by Douglas R. Hofstadter (1979)

This book captivated my imagination as a high schooler. It intertwined
mathematics, music, philosophy and computer science in a way that made big
questions about human artistic experience seem answerable. I was already
interested in cognitive science, having read all those mid-80s books on
artificial intelligence and the mind, and I had been spending way too much
of my free time practicing the piano. Gödel, Escher, Bach triggered a new
realization: these seemingly unrelated interests might actually overlap. I’ve now spent a couple
decades working at the intersection between music and cognitive science—an intersection I
might never have known existed without Hofstadter’s book.

2018 Faculty Promotion and Tenure Recipients

William F. McComas

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Curriculum & Instruction
Appointment to Distinguished Professor
On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection
by Charles Darwin (1859)
There are probably very few who have not heard of the book that I have
chosen as one that has particularly inspired me, On the Origin of Species
by the nineteenth-century naturalist Charles Darwin. Unfortunately, even
those who are familiar with it probably have not read it or may even hold
misconceptions about its content. In brief, Origin transformed the life
sciences by providing biology with a conceptual framework with its proposal
of “natural selection” as the mechanism for how evolution occurs. As a science teacher, I have
often found that the ideas expressed in Origin helped me engage students in the intellectual
adventure of science. This alone might be enough justification to select this work, but the book
represents even more.
First, this book is a worthy guide for “doing science,” a topic of vital importance to communicate
to science teachers and their students. What Darwin did in Origin was to structure the mechanism
of natural selection, as “one long argument” using an interplay of predictions, explanations,
and inferences all grounded in evidence. Considering the current national conversation about
facts, we would do well to appreciate the importance of evidence in framing all well-reasoned
conclusions.
Next, Origin of Species should inspire readers to learn more about Charles Darwin the man. He
was a quintessential Victorian gentleman and an exceedingly decent individual as evidenced by
his interactions as a father, husband, scientist, and community member. In humanist fashion,
his inherent goodness was driven from within, a point that readers of Origin will be reminded
of when they explore the life of its author.
Finally, On the Origin of Species and other works by Darwin such as Voyage of the Beagle are
extraordinarily well written and might therefore serve to mediate C. P. Snow’s notion of an
inherent rift between the “two cultures” of the humanities and sciences. Modern scientists who
struggle to make their ideas more accessible would do well to consider Darwin’s narrative style
as they share their discoveries with those in the wider world. Origin sold out the day it was
published and has never been out of print because it effectively and engagingly communicates
the inherent excitement and importance of scientific discovery.
I deeply appreciate the honor of having been named a Distinguished Professor and this
opportunity to think more deeply about why Darwin and On the Origin of Species have influenced
me so strongly.

Anthony J. Ryan

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Mathematical Sciences
Appointment to Distinguished Professor

Clifford Algebras in Analysis and Related Topics
edited by John Ryan (1996)
The conference brought to the foreground the significance of Dirac
operators in the study of singular integral operators over minimally
smooth surfaces.
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Professors
Paul C. Calleja

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Health, Human Performance & Recreation
Promotion to Clinical Professor
In Our Time
by Ernest Hemingway (1924)
My most memorable experiences growing up are tied to family adventures
guided by my parents. Every camp out, hike, and visit to the zoo provided an
opportunity for me to explore the world and challenge myself. Through this
process, I learned to apply the same sense of exploration to my professional
life. One set of short stories that captures the spirit of adventure is Ernest
Hemingway’s In Our Time (1924). In this series, Hemingway does a masterful
job of immersing the reader in each character’s emotion as they work through life’s challenges.
As a faculty member that prepares K-12 physical education teachers, my goals are to inspire
students to embrace the chaos of life, to always work outside of their comfort zone, and to
look forward to the adventures that they will guide their students through as future educators.

David Charles Chioffi

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
School of Art
Tenure and Promotion to Professor

Grid Systems in Graphic Design: A Visual Communication Manual for
Graphic Designers, Typographers and Three Dimensional Designers
by Josef Müller-Brockmann (1996)
I am a gentleman of visual order. Such aspects are always with a desire
to construct an environment to which typographic matrices and captured
imagery reside without chaos. The activation of mathematically composed
modules through the intersection of each x and y axis furthers the intent
for pure typography. While an undergraduate, where pedagogy was a
defined institution of Bauhaus theory, a concurrent narrative was introduced as a part of my
specialization. It was then that the Swiss International Style and the designer, Joseph MüllerBrockmann [1914–1996], became the foundational structure of my graphic design formation
and lasting aesthetic. This philosophy of configured design hierarchy is captured in MüllerBrockmann’s Grid Systems in Graphic Design (Rastersysteme für die visuelle Gestaltung). Once
introduced to these precepts, each became a manner of action for the creation of my design
artifacts. He states: “The use of the grid as an ordering system is the expression of a certain
mental attitude inasmuch as it shows that the designer conceives his work in terms that are
constructive and oriented to the future. His work should thus be a contribution to general
culture and itself form part of it” (p. 10). These words are part of my design constitution and
thus attest that I am a gentleman of visual order.
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Stephen W. Dittmore

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Health, Human Performance & Recreation
Promotion to Professor
Strong Inside:
Perry Wallace and the Collision of Race and Sports in the South
by Andrew Maraniss (2014)
I have learned the best sports books do not tell the story of what happened
at a particular event. That is why newspaper archives exist. Instead, the best
sports books use sports as a framework to tell a larger story. Often that story
is meticulously researched with a narrative and voice that captures the reader
and transports him or her to a place where they have not been. Strong Inside
is that type of book. It is not a book about sports, but rather a book about race relations in the
south in the 1960s, as told through the lens of an athlete who experienced discrimination while
attempting to play a sport. I was fortunate to strike up a friendship with Andrew Maraniss,
the book’s author, and bring him to campus in early 2017 to share Perry Wallace’s story with
our students and the campus community. It is my hope that University of Arkansas students
will discover this book in the library because they like sports, and learn something about social
justice along the way.

Sami Dridi

Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food & Life Sciences
Department of Poultry Science
Tenure and Promotion to Professor
The Alchemist
by Paulo Coelho (1988)

It is not easy to specify only one book that change my life, but The Alchemist
was among the very first books that I read and marked me forever. Paulo
Coelho’s masterpiece tells the story of an Andalusian shepherd, named
Santiago, who yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure and personal
legend. This story taught me about the essential wisdom of listening to
our hearts, following our dreams, never stop learning, and never give up.

Michelle A. Evans-White

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Biological Sciences
Promotion to Professor

Ecological Stoichiometry:
The Biology of Elements from Molecules to the Biosphere
edited by Robert W. Sterner and James J. Elser (2002)
It just makes so much sense.

Brian Fugate

Sam M. Walton College of Business
Department of Supply Chain Management
Promotion to Professor
The Fifth Discipline:
The Art & Practice of The Learning Organization
by Peter M. Senge (1990)
Growing up on a farm, I struggled with how to help the family business
survive. The complexities and uncertainties seemed overwhelming. Then,
during my high school years, my mother handed me The Fifth Discipline. I
devoured the book, amazed at the concept of a learning organization and
systems thinking. Our education systems and organizations have trained
us to break down problems into small parts. This makes complex tasks manageable, but
we no longer see connections, the big picture or relationships appropriately. Principles of a
learning organization and systems thinking trains us to see systems, such as supply chains and
ecosystems, to help us uncover root causes and points of leverage to improve the whole system.
Organizational learning, systems thinking and their associated tools not only helped our family
farm, but also shaped the rest of my career by inspiring me to pursue industrial engineering
and supply chain management. It was the foundation of my dissertation and continues to
impact my teaching, research, and administrative roles – as I continue on the path of learning
and hopefully play a small part in encouraging others to do the same.
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Christian Z. Goering

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Curriculum & Instruction
Promotion to Professor
Arkansas Delta Oral History Project: Culture, Place, and Authenticity
by David Jolliffe, Christian Z. Goering,
Krista Jones Oldham, and James A. Anderson, Jr. (2016)
This book represents the elements I love and value about my career in
education. First and foremost, the opportunity to work with and learn from
David, now retired, on one of his last major book projects was an unmatched
learning experience. From the early days of our outreach work in the
Arkansas Delta and the trips across the state—talking the entire way—to
the multiple attempts at publication and arduous process of ultimately creating a book, this
project spanned nearly ten years and I’m proud of it. Working with then doctoral students
turned faculty members, Krista and James, represents the collaboration that I truly love about
the work in education.

Bart J. Hammig

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Health, Human Performance & Recreation
Promotion to Professor
Finding Gobi: A Little Dog with a Very Big Heart
by Dion Leonard (2017)
This book blended two things I cherish, trail running and animals. It is a
tale of perseverance, trust, and loyalty. The story exemplifies how seemingly
simple things in life, like running and dogs, can have a profound impact. It
is extra special because my 11-year-old daughter spent her own money to
purchase this book for me from her school book fair.

Qiuqiong Huang

Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food & Life Sciences
Department of Agricultural Economics & Agribusiness
Promotion to Professor
Water Markets for the 21st Century: What Have We Learned?
edited by K. William Easter and Qiuqiong Huang (2014)
The World Economic Forum’s Global Risks 2015 report has identified a
global water crisis as the biggest threat facing the world over the next decade.
This book offers insights on market-based solutions to water shortages that
have been practiced in seven countries from five continents. Lessons learned
from past successes and failures will enlighten both water policy makers and
water scholars worldwide.
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Michael H. Lehmann

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Biological Sciences
Promotion to Professor
Le hazard et la nécessité
Jacques Monod (1970)
This book, written by Nobel laureate Jacques Monod, had a profound
influence on my choice to become a scientist. I read this book as a high
school student after I had to endure the torturously illogical and ethically
questionable teachings of Sunday school. Reading it sent a ray of light into
my life. Monod’s essay describes in beautiful and clear prose the philosophical
implications of modern biology. It became clear to me that, although we
may never fully comprehend life and the nature of the universe, science
can provide at least some of the answers. However, one would have to put in hard work, be
incorruptible and of critical intellect, if one wanted to come to a true understanding of these
answers, and maybe even make a modest contribution to finding them; and so I embarked on
my journey to become a molecular biologist. . .

Cathy D. Lirgg

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Health, Human Performance & Recreation
Promotion to Professor
The Chip Hilton Sports Series
by Clair Bee (1948-1966)
I have read many well-known books in my lifetime. But I would be lying if I
said that any book had more of an impact on me than a particular children’s
series (no, not The Hardy Boys or Nancy Drew). In the late 40s through the mid
60s, successful Long Island University basketball coach Clair Bee wrote the
Chip Hilton Sports Series. Bee wrote 23 books (24 if you count his last one
that was finished by his daughter and son-in-law in the 90s) that chronicled
a fictitious athlete (Chip) and his friends who participated in football, basketball, and baseball
through their high school and college careers. I loved sports growing up. However, I grew up
during a time when opportunities for girls in organized sport were virtually nonexistent. It is
interesting that this series had little mention of females (Chip’s widowed mom and one friend’s
girlfriend are virtually the only two that had any role in the series). I evidently ignored that
omission because I devoured these books: to me, sport is sport no matter who is playing. These
books taught me more than Xs and Os, although I learned plenty of strategy from them. I
learned enough to become a high school and college coach. However, more importantly were
the back stories in these books – and how Chip and his friends navigated jealousy, cheating,
poverty, and a myriad of other issues by always doing the right thing. The games, indeed
winning and losing, were secondary – Chip and his friends didn’t win as often as I would have
liked. But what always stood out were the concepts of fair play, friendship, sportsmanship,
integrity, and problem-solving though relationships. I truly believe these qualities, learned
early, influenced me throughout my playing days, coaching years, and teaching to this day. It
is also possible that these books subconsciously influenced my decision to get my doctorate in
sport psychology. I realize these stories are simple, easy to read, and carry no deep meaning,
but when asked to pick a book that had the greatest influence on my future careers, these books
win hands down. PS – I still have all 24 and, every once in a while, I will reread one of them
just to feel good about the world again.
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Lawton Lanier Nalley

Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food & Life Sciences
Department of Agricultural Economics & Agribusiness
Promotion to Professor
Long Walk to Freedom
by Nelson Mandela (1994)
As a developmental economist, I spend a fair amount of time conducting
research abroad, particularly in South Africa. The Republic of South Africa
is a beautiful yet complex place still marked by the slow-to-heal scars of
apartheid. Some of the brightest and most motivated people I have had the
pleasure to work with have been from Xhosa, Basotho, and Zulu lineages. I
also work with white Afrikaners who are changing the face of food security
in southern Africa through agricultural science. Still, the racial divide in South Africa continues
to fester within social and economic institutions. During one of my many trips to South Africa,
it sunk in that Nelson Mandela was on every piece of South African currency, so with my last
200 Rand at the Johannesburg airport, I purchased Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela. I
finished the 900-page book on the 24-hour journey back to Fayetteville because I was so eager
to read about a man of incredible influence in a country I have come to love. Prior to his 27year incarceration, Mandela spent his life fighting for justice for all people. Upon his release,
he said, “[W]hen I walked out of prison, it was my mission, to liberate the oppressed and the
oppressor both.” Instead of harboring hatred against the apartheid regime, he chose to work
with the same people who put him in jail for 27 years to better the livelihoods of all South
Africans. In Long Walk to Freedom, Mandela talks about why he chose not to punish those who
wrongly incarcerated him for one-third of his life by stating that “resentment is like drinking
poison and then hoping it will kill your enemies.” After reading this book, I began to understand
why Black, White, Indian, and Asian South Africans alike loved Mandela and continue to honor
his legacy today. Nearly every day since reading Long Walk to Freedom, I catch myself in awe
of a man who united a country despite its seemingly insurmountable division. I will never face
the struggles that Mandela did but am grateful for the opportunity to learn from his wisdom
on how to handle tough situations and treat all people with dignity and respect.

Andrew S. Raich

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Mathematical Sciences
Promotion to Professor
CR Manifolds and the Tangential Cauchy-Riemann Complex
by Albert Boggess (1991)
A great book in math has to balance technical detail, insight, and readability.
My area of research is several complex variables, and I approach the discipline
from the point of view of partial differential equations and CR geometry.
Of the several complex variables texts that I frequently consult, none
consistently present the material in as clear, concise, and informative a way
as CR Manifolds and the Tangential Cauchy Riemann Complex by my longtime
collaborator and friend Al Boggess. His presentation on CR geometry, CR manifolds, and the
d-bar_b operator is so well-written that the book is the standard introduction to the topic, yet he
includes so many nuggets and gems and wonderful examples that I hardly ever return the book
to my bookshelf.

Michele Reilly
University Libraries
Tenure

The Scarlet Pimpernel
by Baroness Orzy (1905)
I chose this book for two reasons. The first reason was it was the beginning
of my reading of 19th and 20th century novels. After reading the complete
Pimpernel series, I went on to read Ivanhoe, The Three Musketeers, and many
others. The second reason was it led me to the wonderful world of Interlibrary
Loan. The King County Library System in Washington State mailed to my
home a 1927 edition of The Scarlet Pimpernel and later the whole series along
with numerous other books over time. I was surprised and thrilled at the time
that they would loan older, unabridged editions of the series. The wonderful
librarians who helped me find these treasures were a major factor in my becoming a librarian
years later.
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Donald Keith Roper

College of Engineering
Department of Chemical Engineering
Promotion to Professor
Transport Phenomena
by R. Byron Bird, Warren E. Stewart, and Edwin N. Lightfoot
(1960)
Transport Phenomena by Bird, Stewart and Lightfoot is a classic text in the
field of Chemical Engineering. The first edition, printed in 1960, became
a cornerstone of engineering physics for the discipline. Its comprehensive
coverage and virtually error-free presentation endured over 40 years. A
second edition with modernized text but developed along nearly the same
conceptual lines was published in 2002. My first introduction to the text
was as an upper-level undergraduate chemical engineer in a graduate class taught by Prof. Richard
Hanks. I had considerable esteem for Dr. Hanks due to his real-world experience as an engineer
outside academia that he integrated into his lectures. His accurate presentation of the rigorous text
increased my respect for him. In the text I found mathematics (calculus, ordinary differential equations,
partial differential equations) elegantly applied to the physics, geometry and chemistry of transfer
of momentum, energy and mass in widely-representative scenarios. Its results provided fundamental
understanding of, and solutions to, a wide variety of realistic engineering problems from simple to
complex that range from micro- to macroscopic scales. Careful organization and logical framework
of the text showed clear analogies between otherwise disparate forms of transport phenomena. I
clearly remember thinking, “If I could ever master the material in that text, I could make useful
contributions in the world.” The text had me, for the first time, consider graduate school as a viable
alternative to medical school. In part from my admiration for its authors who were professors at
University of Wisconsin-Madison, I chose to pursue a Ph.D. in chemical engineering at University of
Wisconsin-Madison. At Wisconsin, it was a privilege to choose Prof. Edwin N. Lightfoot as my Ph.D.
advisor. He fueled my interest in inter-disciplinary research - supporting my participation in an NIH
Biotechnology Training Program and encouraging me by example to learn the math, physics and
chemistry of Nuclear Magnetic Resonance. His exceptional intellect and enthusiastic curiosity across
many fields caused me to aspire to reach similar marks. His own experience at Eli Lilly was a factor
in my decision to join Merck & Co. in vaccine development at the completion of my Ph.D. His choice
ultimately to return to academia was a factor in my choice to return to the university after seven years
at Merck. In many respects the useful contributions I made in graduate research, vaccine development,
and academic pursuits have been a result of the concepts and perspective I developed in studying the
text through graduate transport courses I took and undergraduate transport courses I audited at
University of Wisconsin-Madison. My most widely-referenced journal publications in 1995 and 2007
(>400 citations each) were based on principles of conservation of mass and energy, respectively, that I
learned comprehensively from the text. In 2017 upon returning from four years as program officer and
program leader at the National Science Foundation, I had my first opportunity to teach from Transport
Phenomena (2nd edition) in an undergraduate Heat and Mass Transfer class. I thoroughly enjoyed
reviewing and remastering the material after a hiatus of more than 20 years. The text continues to be
a source of insight and an oft-used reference as I teach and pursue research.

Laurent A. Sacharoff
School of Law
Promotion to Professor

Six Four: A Novel
by Hideo Yokoyama (2017)
Six Four captures many of the most challenging themes facing anyone who
studies criminal law—policing, corruption, transparency, and a vigorous free
press. True, I study the US and Yokoyama presents the picture from Japan,
but this tight thriller exposes the very same tensions in a free society. It does
so in ways that often seem surreal, simply because reality is surreal.

Tim R. Tarvin

School of Law
Promotion to Professor
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Ronna C. Turner

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Rehabilitation, Human Resources &
Communications Disorders
Promotion to Professor
The Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief
by Francis S. Collins (2006)
This book by Dr. Collins, leader of the Human Genome Project and the
current director of the National Institutes of Health, is an intelligent and
insightful presentation of the compatibility between scientific theories and
historical documentation from the Bible. He encourages the reader to analyze
concepts such as the origins of the world and faith in God from biblical,
scientific, and psychological perspectives, and does so in an elegant, thoughtprovoking, and analytical way. His book, along with texts by Dr. Hugh Ross, have inspired me
to study the Bible as a scientist, providing great insight and meaning at a personal level.

Feng Wang

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry
Promotion to Professor
The Theory of Intermolecular Forces
by Anthony J. Stone (2013)
I have been working on modeling intermolecular forces for the past 25
years. This is a specialized field with as much empirical trial and error as real
physics motivated models that are far from offering a complete description
of such a seemingly straightforward problem. A. J. Stone is one of the true
pioneers in this field. His book, Theory of Intermolecular Forces, is considered
a rare gem, offering an excellent in-depth description of the basic physics
related to the complex problem of modeling intermolecular forces through
model potentials. This is a must read for anybody interested in making an impact in this field.

Associate professors
Andrew J. Alverson

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Biological Sciences
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Blood Meridian
by Cormac McCarthy (2001)
A great American western, with terrible carnage described in beautiful prose.
A good friend sent me a copy of All the Pretty Horses shortly after it was
published, and I was instantly drawn to McCarthy’s famously economical and
spare writing style. He describes characters and landscapes with an aesthetic
unmatched by other authors I’ve read. Blood Meridian is not for the faint of
heart. The Judge is the single most frightening character ever dreamt, and
his words and deeds stick around long after you’ve set the book down. It’s
hard to imagine how someone could create scenes and characters as dark as the ones in this and other
books by Cormac McCarthy (No Country for Old Men, The Road), and The Judge overshadows them all.
Cormac McCarthy considers himself lucky, and he once described this to Oprah Winfrey in the context
of a statistical distribution of luckiness in the world. All Cormac McCarthy’s novels are wonderful. I
hope he lives forever.

Kartik Balachandran

College of Engineering
Department of Biomedical Engineering
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Jonathan Livingston Seagull
by Richard Bach (1970)
I first read Jonathan Livingston Seagull by Richard Bach in high-school, and
it at once resonated with me. Through the adventures of the eponymous
seagull, the book is a metaphorical account of endless training, not giving
up, defying conventional wisdom, and striving for self-perfection, ultimately
breaking through to a higher plane of mental understanding and achievement.
In essence, nothing is impossible in this world if one works tirelessly to
achieve one’s goals. The book also discusses the importance and value of
imparting one’s knowledge to the next generation. The lessons from this book have thus truly guided
me throughout my life, and as I strive for excellence in my academic career.
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Jamie I. Baum

Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food & Life Sciences
Department of Food Science
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Men Explain Things to Me
by Rebecca Solnit (2014)
Since beginning my journey as a scientist in 2000, I have identified with the
struggles many females face in a male-dominated profession. In her book,
Men Explain Things to Me, Rebecca Solnit eloquently describes this struggle.
When reading this book, I recognized pieces of myself and my professional
and life experiences in Solnit’s writing. I have been fortunate to have mentors
and collaborators throughout my career who have given me the strength to
persevere and strive for equality. As I continue my career, I hope to do the
same for the women I mentor. We live in a tenuous time for both women and science, and it is
important to support one another as we move forward.

Jennifer G. Beasley

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Curriculum & Instruction
Promotion to Clinical Associate Professor

Fulfilling the Promise of the Differentiated Classroom
by Carol Ann Tomlinson (2003)
I was an elementary classroom teacher when I first read Fulfilling the Promise
of the Differentiated Classroom. This book changed the way I taught and how
I responded to the needs of students. It helped me see my students beyond
a label and get to know them and how they learn best. It reinvigorated my
teaching and led me to learn more about differentiation. I actually wrote
the author of the book to find out how I could learn more. She suggested
I come to her university to learn more---and that is how I ended up getting my doctorate and
studying with Dr. Tomlinson as my advisor. This book helped me grow as an educator and set
me on a path where I now have the privilege of preparing teachers for the classrooms of today.

Ashlea Bennett Milburn

College of Engineering
Department of Industrial Engineering
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life
by Barbara Kingsolver (2007)
I first read Kingsolver’s Animal, Vegetable, Miracle when it was released in
2007. It chronicles her family’s one-year experiment to eat only food that they
grew or raised on their own farmstead, or in a few cases, that they purchased
from other farmers and producers in their local area. I was a graduate student
when I read it and was learning, for the first time in my life, how to use
primarily fresh ingredients in the kitchen, as opposed to packaged foods. This
book was my first exposure to seasonal and local cooking, and I fell in love with the idea. In
the twelve years since, it has led to many of my own adventures in the kitchen, from canning
to fermenting and subscribing to a CSA. I love the surprise of seeing what veggies arrive in
my CSA box each week and then finding new recipes for preparing them. While I wouldn’t say
this book is related to my career, it has certainly inspired one of my favorite pastimes, cooking.
And if we take the saying “You are what you eat” literally, then this book has influenced my life
a great deal!

Lori Birrell
University Libraries
Tenure

World Split Open:
How the Modern Women’s Movement Changed America
by Ruth Rosen (2000)
Reading World Split Open in my first semester of college opened my eyes to
the world of interdisciplinary thought that would shape my career. Exploring
feminism and feminist issues through history, sociology, gender studies,
and even anthropology, Rosen challenges readers to re-think their world
and place within that world. Since reading that book, I continue to explore
topics of social equality through my work as head of the Special Collections Department.
Our holdings in Mullins Library document the struggles of many different communities in
Arkansas, and beyond, as they sought equal treatment. Like any thought-provoking text found
in our collections, Rosen’s work continues to resonate nearly 20 years later.

2018 Faculty Promotion and Tenure Recipients

Juan J. Bustamante

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Sociology & Criminology
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Rules for Radicals: A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals
by Saul D. Alinsky (1971)
As a social justice scholar, this book is of great significance to me, both on
a personal and a professional level. In Rules for Radicals, I found an inspiring
critical narrative with which to articulate the external (education and
community engagement) and the internal (family life and commitment to
positive social change) components of my journey as an academic activist.
Undoubtedly, Alinsky’s argument not only has contributed to refine my
critical perspective, but also has influenced my children’s desire to pursue advocacy activities
that reflect our deep commitment to the enrichment and engagement of campus, community,
and family life. I say this because through an analytical interpretive reading of the book, we can
see two distinct approaches that embody an underlying tension—i.e., reconciling the guiding
theoretical (and ethical) principles of positive social change with the concrete components
needed for community organizing—as mutually constitutive elements intended to promote
equality and social justice through a humanistic approach. With this in mind, as a family of
educators (speaking for myself as well as my children), we see Rules for Radicals as a valuable
resource, particularly when it comes to organizing our academic activist efforts beyond
traditional campus activities. In doing so, the following inspirational quote not only reminds
us of our privileged position, but also raises the point of what we can do with it: “The function
of an organizer [educator] is to raise [intellectual] questions that agitate, that break through
the accepted pattern” (Pp. 72).

Vicki S. Collet

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Curriculum & Instruction
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor

Mosaic of Thought:
The Power of Comprehension Strategy Instruction
by Ellin Oliver Keene & Susan Zimmermann (2007)
When Mosaic of Thought was published in 2007, it gave me an accessible,
meaningful way to share with teachers the research I’d been reading about
comprehension strategies instruction. Arguably, this changed the course
of my career. I created my own series of workshops based on strategies
instruction and started doing professional development, first for the teachers
at my school. This venture later spread so that I was providing professional in-service training
for teachers all over the country, ultimately leading me to the University and a career in
research and teacher preparation.
Mosaic of Thought was transformative for me and for other teachers who read it because it
takes the lid off comprehension, describing the invisible, largely unconscious processes that
occur when readers make meaning from a text. The book describes the “full, rich circulation
of solid thought as readers explore text on the page” (p. ix). In Mosaic of Thought, the authors
invite us into their own minds and take us into classrooms where teachers and students are
passionate about reading and show us the social act of comprehension instruction. The book
demonstrates how to actively apply reading comprehension research to our own reading and
how to help children do the same.
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Matthew D. Covington

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Geosciences
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Processes of Speleogenesis: A Modeling Approach
by Wolfgang Dreybrodt, Franci Gabrovšek, and Douchko
Romanov (2005)
During my time as an undergraduate and graduate student, I lived two
parallel lives. As I worked on my doctorate in theoretical astrophysics, I
simultaneously maintained a serious involvement in expedition caving,
spending a month or more every year on caving expeditions and helping to
explore and map some of the deepest cave systems in the world. One day
during a departmental seminar, the speaker was describing a statistical technique that he used
to explore galaxy formation. I found myself wondering whether that same technique could be
used to study the formation and evolution of caves (speleogenesis). After the seminar, I began
a ferocious search for papers on speleogenesis and discovered that there were several physicists
working in the field that had made major contributions to the mathematical modeling of
speleogenesis. This book summarizes their work, and I bought a copy and devoured it over a
few days. For the first time, I really felt like I knew what I wanted to do with my career. This
book was the pivot point that turned me toward my current research, which joins my fascination
for mathematical modeling with my passion for caves and the outdoors more broadly. After
finishing my PhD in physics, I later went on to work as a post-doc with Franci Gabrovšek, the
second author of this book.

DeAnna “Jan” Emory

College of Education & Health Professions
Eleanor Mann School of Nursing
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor

Lord of the Flies
by William Golding (1954)
Lord of the Flies by William Golding has influenced me personally and
professionally. The story describes the classic dichotomy of good and evil
that emerge in a group of school age boys cast upon an uninhabited island
following a plane crash. As the story unfolds, the civilized behaviors provided
by their military schooling slowly deteriorate into savagery.
I have often thought of the lessons found in the writings related to leadership. Leaders emerge
in two of the primary characters, Ralph and Jack. Ralph leads with adherence to rules, fairness,
empathy and a clear vision for rescue. Jack leads with no rules, fear and intimidation, and
promises to meet the basic needs of the boys for food and safety. Jack’s vision is to be the leader
of the boys and the island while denying rescue will ever occur.
The story provides an example of complex social interactions associated with human nature
and leadership. Jack used his power and unethical leadership tactics to achieve his personal
goal. In the end, the resulting destruction of Ralph’s leadership and followers are a reminder
that even with the best intentions and a noble cause, the “good guys don’t always win.”
Establishing and maintaining a culture of ethical behavior within an organization are essential
to success. Without ethical leadership, organizations can fall into chaos and savagery. I reflect
on the lessons learned and add them to my leadership toolbox to share with the next generation
of nurse leaders.
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Song Feng

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Geosciences
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of Those Who Survived the
Great American Dust Bowl
by Timothy Egan (2006)
The 1930s “Dust Bowl” has been considered as an icon of the toll that drought
can take on humans and the landscape. High winds and severe dust storms
struck the U.S. High Plains, including regions from Nebraska to Texas. Crop
failures and crushing economic impacts drove many farming families to leave
their homes in search of work and better living conditions. This book is an
epic story of endurance and heroism against the backdrop of the 1930s Great Depression. It
also provides ample evidence of the changes in regional climate, land policies, farm economics
and cultural factors that caused devastating impacts on regional environments and ecosystems.

Conra D. Gist

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Curriculum & Instruction
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor

On Intellectual Activism
by Patricia Hill Collins (2012)
I selected this book because it offered the heuristic devices I needed to begin
thinking through my commitments as a critical Black feminist scholar. It
is important to me that my work not simply be about the production of
knowledge, but that I engage in scholarship projects that function as a type
of intellectual activism working on the side of justice. Closely exploring
the series of essays developed in this volume allowed me to begin carving
out a stance as a researcher who is committed to intellectual activism. It challenged me to not
lose sight of my commitment to disrupt oppressive and inequitable education systems and
practices by advancing research on libratory and transformative educational possibilities for
marginalized communities. This book shines a light on possible ways for doing this work and
embodies the type of scholarship I aspire to create and advance in the future.

Sara R. Gosman

School of Law
Promotion to Associate Professor

Encounters with the Archdruid:
Narratives About a Conservationist and Three of His Natural Enemies
by John McPhee (1971)
I first read John McPhee’s Encounters with the Archdruid in an environmental
studies class at Princeton University. I knew then that I wanted to write about
the environment like McPhee. Through spare and perfectly chosen prose, the
book illuminates complex scientific issues and presents without judgment
the moral arguments on both sides of the conflict over development. In my
senior year at Princeton, McPhee selected me to be one of the students in his class on nonfiction writing. It remains one of the most significant experiences of my life. McPhee taught
as he wrote, preaching simplicity and careful attention to the details of the subject. I still have
all my papers, marked up in his neat handwriting.
Now that I am a professor, I begin my Natural Resources Law class by assigning part of
Encounters with the Archdruid to the students. It is an unorthodox reading for a law class, but the
story captures the essential arguments about natural resources management that will form the
basis of the laws and policies that we study. And it gives me the opportunity to pass along the
gift of McPhee’s writing, by introducing a new generation of students to my favorite writer.
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Kenda S. Grover

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Rehabilitation, Human Resources &
Communication Disorders
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
The Catcher in the Rye
by J. D. Salinger (1951)
I made this selection not because I related to the protagonist, Holden
Caulfield, and his angst-filled journey through two days of his teenage
existence. Rather, it symbolizes a point in my life when I began to appreciate
ways of thinking and being that were unconventional. I was raised in a small
town, and stumbling upon this book as a young girl led to the development
of independent thought and personal growth, as well as a departure from
the ways I had experienced life up to that point. I began to delight in discovering things that
seemed avant-garde and different. This was all before the arrival of the Internet, of course,
and my exposure to innovative ideas was not all that extensive. Looking back it is clear to me
that this was a period when, along with my peers, I was establishing my personal identity.
Discovering this literary movement impacted my perspective on life in many ways. While this
particular book is viewed by some as rather dark, and one could safely say it lacks a sensational
plot, it has never lost its effect on me.

Patricia S. Herzog

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Sociology & Criminology
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor

David G. Hyatt

Sam M. Walton College of Business
Department of Supply Chain Management
Promotion to Clinical Associate Professor
Sometimes a Great Notion
by Ken Kensey (1964)
Initially I had difficulty choosing a book. I thought about Shackleton’s Way as
it really taught me a lot of lessons about leadership that have been useful to
me over my career. But I decided to suggest Sometimes a Great Notion, by Ken
Kensey, the only book I have read more than twice. It is simply a masterful
tale of two brothers in a family of loggers living on an encroaching river
in Oregon, their struggles with that river, the never-ending rain, their
community, and each other. It is a tumultuous case study of perseverance,
dogma, bullheadedness, and suffering. I think I will read it again.

Anna Jarrett

College of Education & Health Professions
Eleanor Mann School of Nursing
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
The Structure of Scientific Revolutions
by Thomas S. Kuhn (1962)
I was assigned this book as required reading in a graduate Philosophy of
Science course at the University of Missouri – Columbia. I was intrigued
with Kuhn’s argument that the domain of science is not a steady state but
rather a series of conceptual beliefs he called paradigms. Stated simplistically,
Kuhn purported when enough new ideas are introduced into a group, an
explosion occurs, and a new paradigm evolves. This he refers to as a scientific
revolution. After the scientific or intellectual revolution, one world view is
replaced by another. The term paradigm was first used by Kuhn to describe
agreements about how problems are understood, how those agreement guide research efforts, and how
the scientific field is identified. I particularly liked his theory of how one paradigm does not partially or
entirely replace an old paradigm, but rather when worlds of science collide, a completely new paradigm
emerges. I believe Kuhn’s preliminary work can be applied to more than scientific ideas or notions. It has
application to groups of people and society in general. I have applied this paradigm of scientific revolutions
to nursing, healthcare, and population health. When enough new “ideas” are introduced into an existing
paradigm (group with similarly held beliefs), they may be dismissed, or those introducing the new ideas
may be ostracized. But when enough new ideas continue to join the paradigm, an explosion occurs. This
explosion is an intellectual revolution. It is a time of chaos and uncertainty. The chaos is followed by the
new paradigm which is completely different from the old. A new peaceful paradigm is born. In 40 years’
nursing practice, I have seen at least three new paradigms emerge. The first was the identification of the
nursing process, the second was nursing assessment, and the third was the birth of nurse practitioners.
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David C. Jensen

College of Engineering
Department of Mechanical Engineering
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
The Unthinkable: Who Survives When Disaster Strikes – and Why
by Amanda Ripley (2008)
I picked this book up in graduate school based on the title alone. At the time,
I had spent years in the mathematics and computer simulations related to
handling risk in engineering systems. This book was incredibly illuminating
on the human experience of risk. The book is filled with illustrative statistics
and stories of how people actually behave in disasters and accidents. One
inspiring example is an office safety manager who drilled his colleagues
on how to evacuate their building; he even required them to climb down the stairs during
drills. Their office was in the Twin Towers on 9-11 and every person in his office made it out.
There are many other examples including how humans act on risk in suboptimal ways, such as
choosing riskier options as long as they have control. This book helped broaden my perspective
on how designers should approach the problem of risk, avoiding pure technological solutions
and better considering the human experience.

John L. Kent

Sam M. Walton College of Business
Department of Supply Chain Management
Promotion to Clinical Associate Professor
Precipice
by Daniel Pollock (1997)

Precipice, a novel, was contract written by the Council of Supply Chain
Management Professionals to provide an entertaining and educational
read about the topic of business logistics. When managed well within a
company, logistics creates competitive advantage and value. Societal impacts
for countries and the world can be seen by well managed and not-so-well
managed logistics systems. However, when managed well costs are low and
product/service availability is high; therefore, providing better quality of life for all people.

Kent F. Kovacs

Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food & Life Sciences
Department of Agricultural Economics & Agribusiness
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor

Life on the Mississippi
by Mark Twain (1883)
This book is not Mark Twain’s best or most famous work, but it contains
the whole range of his style and his literary structure. The great river
was important to Twain’s boyhood, where he was a steamboat pilot, and
from which he draws his pen name. The book is also intricately related in
substance to Mark Twain’s finest work, Huckleberry Finn. Also, this book
reflects Twain as a writer because this is a travel book. There are several
travel books by Mark Twain, including the funny The Innocents Abroad and his experiences in
the American West called Roughing It, but only this one recounts his return to the river and
the adventures of his youth. I chose this book, firstly, because Twain is my favorite author due
to his wit, his insights about humanity, and our shared location of birth and early youth in the
state of Missouri. The second reason is that this is a travel book, and travel is something I did
frequently and enjoyed in my youth. The third reason is that the book has many diverting and
historically interesting anecdotes about Arkansas, and the fourth reason is that this is a more
original choice than my favorite book, which is Huckleberry Finn.

Jill Wieber Lens
School of Law
Tenure

The Measure of Injury: Race, Gender and Tort Law
by Martha Chamallas and Jennifer B. Wriggins (2010)
I chose this book because of the effect it is has had on my teaching and
research. For years, I have taught tort law to students, teaching them the
type of claims injured victims have against a wrongdoer. With the help of
this book, I am now better able to open my students’ eyes to claims and
damage measures that appear gender and race neutral, but are not. The book
has also affected my own current research about the gendered nature of tort
law’s recognition of stillbirth, research inspired by the stillbirth of my son.
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Xi Li

Sam M. Walton College of Business
Department of Finance
Tenure
The Conscience of a Liberal
by Paul Krugman (2007)
This is a book by a genius, and the greatest economist in the last couple
decades so far.

Elizabeth R. Lorah

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Curriculum & Instruction
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Verbal Behavior
by B. F. Skinner (1957)
In 1934, B. F. Skinner attended a dinner of the Harvard Business Fellows
and found himself engaged in conversation with philosopher Professor
Alfred North Whitehead. Dr. Whitehead ended the conversation with
this challenge, “Account for my behavior as I sit here saying, ‘No black
scorpion is falling upon this table.’” Legend has it that Skinner went home
that very night and outlined what would become Verbal Behavior, a text that
would not be completed and in print until 1957. It is within this text that laboratory-based
principles of selection by consequences are applied to the most complex of human behavior,
verbal behavior. Within Verbal Behavior, Skinner applies the science of behavior with examples
from literature, the arts, and sciences. As a behaviorist in theory and practice, Verbal Behavior
has impacted all aspects of my life including my research, teaching, and clinical work. Without
this seminal text, I would not be able to translate behavioral theory into research and practice,
enhancing the lives of children with communication disabilities, such as autism.

Jeff Luckstead

Dale Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food & Life Sciences
Department of Agricultural Economics & Agribusiness
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
The Great Convergence:
Information Technology and the New Globalization
by Richard Baldwin (2016)
Since the late 1980s, the information technology revolution dramatically
reduced the cost of moving ideas throughout the world—fundamentally
changing globalization and international commerce. Dramatic reduction in the
ability to communicate and organize production overseas allowed multinational
firms to set up international value chains by moving labor-intensive work to
developing countries. The combination of low wages and advanced management and technical
knowhow of multinational firms resulted in the rapid industrialization of a few developing
counties (primarily in Asia) and the de-industrialization of developed countries. This has led
to the convergence of income of a select few developing countries and developed countries.
These intricacies are fundamental to understanding how the global markets operate and how
trade policies can influence income, production, and labor markets.

Stephanie L. Lusk

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Rehabilitation, Human Resources &
Communication Disorders
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
The Alchemist
by Paulo Coelho (1988)
“And, when you want something, all the universe conspires in helping you
achieve it.”
--Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist
I remember the first time I read The Alchemist. The words had rhythm, they
were lyrical, and they danced around in both my head and heart for weeks on
end. I finished the book with a knowledge of the inextricable link between thoughts, words, and
actions. There is creative power in our words, and of this, I am confident. Moreover, when we
combine inspired words with intentional actions, opportunities once considered unfathomable
present themselves. They become ours for the taking. It is as if the universe says, “Dream big
for I will create the path and connect the dots for you.” This is the rhythm of my life. I know the
lyrics to the song, I have learned all the moves, and I sing, and I dance, and I celebrate.
2018 Faculty Promotion and Tenure Recipients

Jonathan L. Marshfield
School of Law
Tenure

The Endurance of National Constitutions
by Zachary Elkins and Tom Ginsburg (2009)
This book has greatly expanded my understanding and personal approach to
constitutional theory and design. It brilliantly blends sophisticated empirical
methods with imaginative theory. Much of my own thinking has been
inspired by this work.

Marty C. Maxwell Lane

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
School of Art
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Women in Graphic Design 1890-2012
edited by Gerda Breuer and Julia Meer (2012)
When thinking about a book that has most influenced me, I found myself
making lists about books that impacted both my practice as a designer and
my life. I focused on books exploring systems thinking, design anthropology,
cognitive psychology – all aspects of a design practice that is empathy
driven. I was tracing my reading back to when I was just an undergrad and
began thinking about what I didn’t read that might have made an impact,
and that is how I made my way to this 2012 book, Women in Graphic Design 1890–2012. As a
female design student, I was consistently confronted with a design history that recognized
the design “greats” as white European men. As a young grad student and researcher, I was
often confronted with conference papers and journal articles written by the contemporary
“thought leaders” — again, mostly men. What would it have been like as a 20-year-old student
entering the world of design to have a canonical text that celebrated and acknowledged the
work of women in graphic design? How might this have changed my life and practice? I am
left thinking that the absence of this text is perhaps part of what led me to a life and design
practice that is empathy driven — a practice that seeks problems, seeks absences, and then
speculates on how design can work towards better solutions.

Peter J. McGee

Sam M. Walton College of Business
Department of Economics
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor

Against the Gods: The Remarkable Story of Risk
by Peter Bernstein (1996)
I read Against the Gods while I was trying to figure out what to do with
my life after I finished my undergraduate degree. At the time I read the
book, economics seemed an unlikely career path because I was skeptical of
the assumptions of classical economic theory. Bernstein provides a sweeping
history of how events once ascribed to the whim of the “gods,” to the “fates,”
or to “destiny” came to be understood to be the outcomes of natural processes. This made
it possible to analyze random outcomes by understanding how likely each possible outcome
was. While risk is commonly studied by economists, it is not a focus of my own research. The
book’s appeal to me, both currently and at the time, is the way that scientific understanding
applied to challenging problems produces tremendous human progress. Products that today are
considered simple instruments, such as car or life insurance, are the culmination of thousands
of years of incremental progress in our understanding of randomness. These instruments
very democratically make the vagaries of life far more manageable for everyone, from laborers
to farmers to derivatives traders. These are powerful arguments for the usefulness of classical
economics, but Bernstein also straightforwardly presents evidence, such as Kahneman and
Tversky’s Prospect Theory, that humans do not naturally treat probabilities as the math
predicts we should. Nonetheless, he demonstrates that a scientific understanding of how we
view risk can still yield progress. This last argument led me to reconsider throwing the baby
(economics) out with the bath water (the classical homo economicus model), leading me down
the path where I find myself today.
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Marc E. Mitchell

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
School of Art
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
The Argonauts
by Maggie Nelson (2015)
I was in a mountain cabin with no internet or cell service when I first opened
the book and, for some reason, it felt like the perfect space to navigate the
pages. Often reading more like poetry than a traditional memoir, Nelson
tackles the complexities associated with love, family, and how views shift while
navigating life. Very few authors can delicately weave personal anecdotes
with philosophical musings without it feeling overly contrived, yet Nelson
provides an empathetic path for the reader to look inward and outward. I’ve
returned to this book often, as well as suggesting it to a number of students. While it may not
be directly related to our research, I feel like it provides a wealth of insight related to how we
traverse our own desire and limitations.

Sherry Muir

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Health, Human Performance & Recreation
Tenure

Policy Paradox: The Art of Political Decision Making
by Deborah Stone (1988)
Policy Paradox was one of the first books I read when I began my PhD
in Public Policy and Administration. Beginning with a story from her
childhood that demonstrates how following well-intentioned rules can lead
to harmful, unintended consequences, Stone consistently finds ways to make
the complexities of our paradox-filled world relatable and understandable.
She hopes that her perspective “helps you…to think hard about your own
core values, to deliberate with others, and to make the world a better place.”
Stone’s text continues to have a profound impact on the way I view the world, how I approach daily
challenges, and how I teach. From an educator’s perspective, Dr. Stone’s writing has shaped my
belief that we have a responsibility to teach our students HOW to think from multiple perspectives,
not WHAT to think. We have a duty to teach students the value of reasoned dialog and debate and
encourage them to become engaged in political discourse regardless of their chosen field of study.
“Politics is one way we help each other see from different perspectives. If we can get outside one
viewpoint, we can do a better job of living together and solving common problems” (p. 10).

Timothy J. Muldoon

College of Engineering
Department of Biomedical Engineering
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
I, Robot
by Isaac Asimov (1950)
I recall reading Isaac Asimov’s I, Robot as a child sometime in the early 1990s.
Although I didn’t really appreciate it at the time, this book and others of the
genre helped inspire me towards a career in engineering where I could help
build a world envisioned by Asimov. This world represented an optimistic
view of the future where humans had mastered technology, spaceflight, and
of course, robotics. I, Robot is a compilation of short stories told from the
perspective of a character born in the 1980s, like myself, and set in the first half of the 21st
Century. Although we haven’t yet mastered the art of flying humans and robots to Mercury to
mine rare elements as depicted in I, Robot, I’d like to think that I’ve contributed to a small piece
of humanity’s progress. Though I still hold out hope I might be able to fly into space someday!
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Charles E. Muntz

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of History
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor

The Cartoon History of the Universe, Volumes 1-3
by Larry Gonick (1990)
My grandmother gave me the first volume of The Cartoon History of the
Universe when I was about 10 years old - I was already interested in history,
particularly the sinking of the Titanic, but this was the book that introduced
me to ancient history - and what an introduction! Gonick is wonderful in that he
uses as many primary sources as possible, and for the ancient Greeks his major
source is Herodotus, the first historian. He singled out Herodotus because of
his amazing eye for detail, taste for the unusual and the marvelous, and his open-mindedness
towards other peoples and cultures. The Cartoon History inspired me to read Herodotus for the
first time, and it was through reading Herodotus that I became interested in ancient Greece,
which led me to where I am today. But The Cartoon History has shaped me as an historian in other
ways too. Gonick very much takes a universal view of history, in contrast to the western-centric
approach that is still very common in schools. It was through the volumes of The Cartoon History
that I got my first exposure to ancient India, China, the early Islamic world, and others. Finally,
The Cartoon History has always helped me to understand just how crazy and funny history is, and
even today I still return to it and even show bits to my classes.
Incidentally, his editor was Jackie Onassis, of all people!

Tiffany R. Murphy
School of Law
Tenure

All the President’s Men
by Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein (1974)
A lesson I have taught in all of my clinics is the importance of investigation.
Investigation requires three things: preparation, records collection, and
interviewing people. These three components must be done to uncover
what happened in a given case. For my students, this applies to a pending
criminal case or whether someone is wrongfully convicted. I equate it to
putting together puzzle pieces. No one document or person is going to have
all the information. It is incumbent of a good lawyer to gather all the facts, both good and
bad, before determining the best course of action. I recommend my students read or watch
All the President’s Men as a perfect example of how these three factors can uncover even the
most intricate criminal conspiracies in our nation’s history. By doggedly pursuing documents
and leads, journalists took down a corrupt administration. Only by gathering facts in whatever
form they are will an attorney zealously defend their client.

2018 Faculty Promotion and Tenure Recipients

Moon-Sook Park

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Music
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Jonathan Livingston Seagull
by Richard Bach (1970)
Since my first reading of this thin but profoundly inspiring book in my
youth, it has accompanied me on my life journey and shaped my academic
and artistic developments. Of course, the book’s influence has shaped my
way of thinking and life vision. Whenever I encounter trials in my career
and private life, I grasp this longtime, faithful friend to recover my strength
and purpose in my life. I hold a vivid picture of Jonathan, who is faced with
the challenge to obtain an infinite knowledge of life, in my heart. I value listening to his
meaningful words again and again to further my balanced growth as an academic, an artist and
a human being.
“Don’t believe what your eyes tell you. All they show is limitation. Look with your understanding,
find out what you already know and you’ll see the way to fly.”
“There’s got to be more to life than fighting for fishheads.”
“The gull sees farthest who flies highest.”
“We can lift ourselves out of ignorance, we can find ourselves as creatures of excellence and
intelligence and skill.”
“Strength does not come from winning. Your struggles develop your strengths. When you go
through hardships and decide not to surrender, that is strength.”

Nathan A. Parks

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Psychological Science
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Vehicles: Experiments in Synthetic Psychology
by Valentino Braitenberg (1984)
Vehicles is a collection of thought experiments in which the reader is
introduced to a set of simple hypothetical machines (vehicles) and challenged
to contemplate how complex emergent behaviors can arise from simple
underlying algorithms. This book inspires one to think deeply about the
emergent properties of behavior and the importance of understanding the
fundamental mechanisms of neural computation in the brain.

Ana Pulido-Rull

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
School of Art
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor

Steven Rosales

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of History
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
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Lauren Simon

Sam M. Walton College of Business
Department of Management
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Contact
by Carl Sagan (1985)
My father read this book with me when I was a child. It was incredibly
thought-provoking, and I credit it with stirring up the intellectual curiosity
in me to want to pursue a career as a professor.

Joshua B. Smith

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of English
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
The Lais of Marie de France (circa late 12th century)
edited by Glyn S. Burgess (1987)
I first read The Lais of Marie de France as an undergraduate, and I was
immediately struck by the world that these dozen short poems conjured
up. Written sometime in the twelfth century in England by a woman who
has resisted all scholarly efforts at her identification--all we know for sure
is her name--these poems showed me how multicultural and multilingual
the Middle Ages could be. Marie, though she lived in England, wrote in
Anglo-Norman French, and her poems also show a knowledge of Breton,
Welsh, English, and Latin. The diverse linguistic world of medieval Britain
has been the major theme of my own work. The Lais were one of the first pieces of literature to
introduce themes that now seem so stereotypically medieval: werewolves and strange otherworldly
beings, refined courtly love, and religious sublimation. The Lais seem seductively simple, but in their
simplicity lies a deep mediation on the imperfectness of the world.

Geoboo Song

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Political Science
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Critique of Pure Reason
by Immanuel Kant (1781)
This classic, first written by Immanuel Kant in 1781, provides some
fundamental thoughts on ontology and epistemology regarding the question
of how we know what we know. As a policy scholar who has been intrigued by
understanding politics of policy-making, I find Kant’s ideas contained in this
book particularly interesting and helpful when applied towards investigating
how various policy actors in a certain policy subsystem make judgments and
decisions based upon the mix of a priori intuitions and a posteriori knowledge. This is even
more the case when I conceive that the epistemic status of a policy is a hypothesis and that
policy formulation process is isomorphic with knowledge claim process.

Celina A. Suarez

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Geosciences
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Jurassic Park
by Michael Crichton (1990)
I chose Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton because it brought to life the world
of dinosaurs, a passion I still have today. As most children do, I went through
the dinosaur phase starting around 2nd grade and never grew out of it.
Both of my parents were educators, and my mom, being a reading teacher,
often took us to the library and bookstore. Around middle school-time, I read
Jurassic Park and was fascinated how Michael Crichton was able to describe
dinosaurs as dynamic and agile animals. It touched on real world questions about science’s
role in nature and our ability as humans to control the natural world. I still draw on that
inspiration today. My current research aims at elucidating the environment dinosaurs lived in
and understanding how major climate change impacted their ecosystems. This research has
relevance today, in that we are using these time periods as analogues to modern climate change
(likely influenced by humans). We hope to use these time periods as natural experiments that
show how past rapid climate shifts to greenhouse worlds affect ecosystems and extinction.
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Amanda L. Sullivan

College of Education & Health Professions
Department of Health, Human Performance & Recreation
Promotion to Clinical Associate Professor
To Kill a Mockingbird
by Harper Lee (1960)
To Kill a Mockingbird was my childhood introduction to the problems of the
real world ~ racial intolerance and injustice, prejudice and discrimination,
alcoholism, incest and rape, bullying, gender roles and social classes. But it also
showed me that there are people working tirelessly against those injustices,
willing to stand up against those wrongs. People who are compassionate and
courageous, who act with integrity and honor. People who will put their life
on the line to do what’s right. As Atticus states, “You never really understand a person until
you consider things from his point of view—until you climb into his skin and walk around in
it.” Throughout my life, personally and professionally, I’ve tried to follow this very adage.

Rodney Thomas

Sam M. Walton College of Business
Department of Supply Chain Management
Tenure
The Goal, A Process of Ongoing Improvement
by Eliyahu M. Goldratt and Jeff Cox (1986)
This is one of my favorite books because it synthesizes decades of applicable
supply chain management research and explains complex concepts in a
simplified manner. It is a gripping novel that helps anyone understand the
importance of managing processes, continuous improvement efforts, and
dealing with constraints. As a former student and manager, I originally
appreciated The Goal for teaching me about flows and throughput. As a
professor, I now value how Dr. Goldratt used a fictional character to efficiently and effectively
disseminate scholarly research insights to millions of managers. It is rightfully considered to
be one of the most influential business books of all time.

Jeremy Van Horn-Morris

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Mathematical Sciences
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor

4-Manifolds and Kirby Calculus
by Robert E. Gompf and András I. Stipsicz (1999)
4-Manifolds and Kirby Calculus was the first book I obsessed over in grad
school, as it was for most people in my field of research. It covers the toolkit
for describing 4-dimensional spaces using a modern description of a language
first used in the ‘70s. It is extremely well written, suitable for self study,
and including some invaluable overviews of the field and its methodologies.
The techniques and ideas presented there still show up in my research and
readings. Plus, the diagrams are perfect: wild, interesting, and well designed. It’s the one book
I can guarantee every mathematician in my or any nearby field owns. Best of all, my copy is
covered in doodles from when I left it out near my daughter when she was a toddler.
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Danielle D. Weatherby
School of Law
Tenure

The Bluest Eye
by Toni Morrison (1970)
As a teenager, I read Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye out loud to my blind
grandmother in three days. The protagonist is an 11-year old AfricanAmerican girl whose inner struggle to achieve white ideals of beauty
becomes an impossible obsession to have blue eyes that ultimately drives her
to insanity. Morrison’s beautiful, yet heartbreaking, prose tackles themes
that transcend the racially-charged, post-Depression years that form the
backdrop of the book. It opened my eyes – and eventually led me to the current focus of my
research – to the types of discrimination and inequities suffered by those that are separated
from the mainstream by class, gender, race, sexuality, and even traditional beauty norms.
Reading the book was transformative for me, especially reading it with my then 75-year old
grandmother who had not seen a beautiful face in over 30 years. She reminded me then, and she
continues to remind me now, that beauty comes from within and that all people, regardless of
eye color, skin color, gender identity, or any other arbitrary measure, should be afforded equal
opportunities. This maxim, and the haunting story of Pecola Breedlove, have stayed with me
and continue to inspire my research today.

John D. Willson

J. William Fulbright College of Arts & Sciences
Department of Biological Sciences
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
The Log from the Sea of Cortez
by John Steinbeck and Edward Ricketts (1951)
I first read Sea of Cortez as an undergraduate, in preparation for a summer
study abroad course in Baja California. I expected a window into the marine
ecosystems of the Mexican coast, and found it. However, I also found the
most honest and elegant description of field biology that I have encountered.
Steinbeck and Ricketts’ descriptions of the discovery and disappointment of
exploration, exhilaration and tedium of field research, and deep comradery
of academic collaboration, engaged me as an undergraduate and have continued to resonate
with me as I have continued my journey as a field ecologist. This is the book I return to when
I need a reminder of why I chose this career path and the passion that I aim to inspire in my
students.

Wen Zhang

College of Engineering
Department of Civil Engineering
Tenure and Promotion to Associate Professor
Anna Karenina
by Leo Tolstoy (1877)
This was the first book that made me reflect on love, relationships and
happiness. Anna’s overwhelming emotions made such a lasting impression
on me. It’s about passion, courtship, and friendship; it’s also about guilt,
insecurity and jealousy. I still wonder from time to time if Anna really had
another way out. Even though most love affairs no longer lead to death and
despair, we still need to tread carefully in pursuit of love and happiness.
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